Blind Week Sailing Diary

27th June – 4th July 2009

Yacht:  Sunsail 65

Skipper: Graham Falder, 

1st Mate: Russ Thomas, 

VI Crew: Peter Eckersley, Barrie Haywood

Sighted Crew: Rick (Racing Rik) Gormley, Angela Anderson 

Sunday 28th
Small shopping trip to Tesco for fresh provisions and ice for the fridge. We needed to prepare for the pontoon party for the fleet which we were hosting in Yarmouth that evening. Set sail at 11.00 and with Barrie at the helm we tested the audio compasses. Later whilst off Newton Creek we practiced MOB drills. Peter at the helm took us alongside the pontoon at Hayles boatyard. We made up a rum punch in the flare container (Flare Juice!) and with a variety of nibbles, cocktail sausages, scotch eggs, pork pies etc, we managed to host quite a swinging pontoon party with about 35 guests from the fleet. We had Skipper’s home cooked Chicken Dopiaza for supper and early to bed ready for early start in the morning.     
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Monday 29th   Crossing to Cherbourg                    
Rose at 04.30 (just about light). We set off at 05.00 to find the wind better than expected ESE 4 which found us on a nice beam reach once round the needles. Bacon butties were consumed and the sun came up (
However, after a couple of hours the wind shifted to the south and the fog came down. We crossed the shipping lanes with visibility ranging from 200m to half a mile!!  After clearing the east-bound lane the fog cleared and we had a very pleasant afternoon motor-sailing toward Cherbourg. Another pontoon party was hosted by ‘Inspiration’.

Later we headed ashore for a superb seafood supper in ‘Café De Paris’ and then returned for a sing-song aboard. Russ’s guitar came out and Barrie was in good voice singing folk songs and shanties!  
Tuesday 30th  -  Down to Guernsey
We had a casual start to the day rising at 8.30 and then ashore for showers, coffee and petit dejuener in the marina café. Skippers briefing at 10.00 was followed with a brief shopping trip. A lovely lunch then we set sail at 2.30 for Guernsey. We started with only a slight breeze then after we rounded Cap de la Hague it gradually increased and much discussion about flying the spinnaker was had. Eventually with a fair degree of forward planning and a lot of foredeck work by Racing Rick we had the kite ready to fly. Just at the moment we were due to catch up with ‘Inspiration’ (who had left Cherbourg before us) we let it fly and were just about to overhaul them when the wind dramatically dropped to nothing!! Meanwhile ‘Inspiration’ showed us a clean pair of heels by engaging their ‘iron topsail’!!  Baaaaaaaaahh.  Had an uneventful motor sail down the Little Russell and arrived in St Peter Port outer harbour at 9.30pm rather later than expected! Shore party urgently dispatched (in the dinghy) to get take away curries! Mission accomplished!! Delicious!!!

Wed 1st July - Up to Alderney
A very pleasant morning spent breakfasting, drinking coffees and shopping. We set sail at about 1 pm for Alderney. An al-fresco lunch was prepared and consumed whilst motoring through the Little Russell. Motored all the way via ‘The Swings’ to Bray Harbour. Took the water taxi ashore for drinks and dinner in ‘The Divers’. Then back on board for an early night as we had another early start.
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Thursday 2nd -  Back to Blighty
Rose at 04.30 (Why oh why do we do it?!!) set sail at 05.00. Orange watch had a flap on! The pin sheared on the shackle on the tack of the genoa. So Racing Rik was bounced around the foredeck some while he made makeshift repair with some spare cord (What a hero!) Apart from that we began our passage very nicely on a close reach with the sun coming up and everything rosy…….until we reached the shipping lanes when the fog came down again! Very thick for a while then becoming patchy. The fleet kept in touch on CH77 notifying each other of their positions and state of visibility and density of shipping traffic. The visibility gradually improved and cleared once more in the early afternoon. We were really glad when we finally cleared the shipping lanes! We had soup and Cornish pasties for lunch. We reached Lymington about 4.30 having made pretty good time. The other vessels in our fleet arrived at around the same time. Tied up at the town quay and went ashore for dinner at 7.00.
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Friday 3rd - Through the Solent
Angela volunteered to be Day Skipper today! We had a fantastic sail through the Solent and definitely the best sail of the whole week. Good wind and blasting sunshine saw us running wing on wing with our boat speed hitting over 8.5 knots thanks to Racing Rik’s fine tuning. Put into the Beaulieu River and hooked a mooring for lunchtime sandwiches. Just then the red arrows flew past in V formation! Was this for us?? Finally we reached RSYC at 5.30pm and cleaned up in time for the excellent dinner, speeches and celebrations. 
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A fantastic weeks sailing!

Graham Falder       Skipper 
