Competent Crew and Day Skipper Course 

24-28 May 2010

Skipper: 

Paul Burns

Three candidates:
Dennis Charlton 
- 
Competent Crew 

Barbara Lang 

- 
Day Skipper

Clive Wiley 

- 
Day Skipper

Heave2 supplied the yacht Darwin Star a Bavaria 37.

The course was run over five days with the crew meeting on the Sunday night to get to know one another.

Monday: 

A lovely sunny start to the week. 

The morning was spent working on boat familiarization boat systems, safety briefings and preparations for sea.

Then out into Portsmouth Harbour to see how well they could sail. 

Victualling the yacht for the week and a meal aboard. 
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Tuesday:

Another fine sunny day with 8-9 knots from the west.

Time for a real sail with everyone showing off their skills on the helm on route to Cowes. I stepped back and let them sail the yacht with a little supervising and teaching where appropriate. Osborne Bay and working lunch on the anchor.

East Cowes Marina for the night a meal ashore in the Lifeboat then some prep for the following nights night sail.

Wednesday: 

Everyone has been marking up their tidal curve and getting in tune with the tide. Clive was in charge of leaving the pontoon and mooring, coming along side for practice. Using the wind and tide and how to use spring tides. Then out into the harbour entrance to pick up a buoy for lunch. 

An early finish to prepare their pilotage for the night sail and get a little rest. The day skippers took us to the Hamble and back.
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22:00 we’re off into a whole new world of lights. The weather had to change and what better than to rain at night when everyone is supposed to be asleep. Cowes, the Solent and Southampton water are very busy day and night this gave the chance to see most light characteristics and even a tall ship. All tucked up by 04:30. 

Thursday:

Course to steer, first Clive to Beaulieu River entrance then Barbara to the Newtown Creek for lunch on a buoy. The wind had gone round to the west so more down wind sailing on the way back to Gosport with some position fixing to pass the time.
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Friday:

Barbara was in charge of leaving. Then out into the Solent for man overboard to finish off a very full week.

Thank you to Heave2 and their new owners Peter Lesley Wells and East Cowes Marina for their generosity and help.

Paul Burns

