Gwennili Sailing Trust



RYA Day Skipper Course 14-19 August 2011

Vessel:  33’ Westerly Ocean “Brightside”, on loan from UKSA
Crew:  Instructor: Nigel Josling; Students: Tony Wyatt, Gary & Debra Stephenson (Day Skipper), David Gatley (Comp Crew).

Sunday 14th

Assembled at JSASTC Gosport late afternoon, safety briefing and preparation for sea; ate aboard - a Stephenson gastronomic feat.

Monday 15th

A dry start but the Spring flood dictated a morning of ‘bumps and grinds’ around the pontoons in Haslar Creek.  Slipped late morning under blue skies for tacking practice in the Eastern Solent, then a short passage into the Hamble and alongside briefly at the Village jetty.  We then sailed across the Bramble Bank to the River Medina and alongside at UKSA: a good start, with everyone slowly finding their sea-legs; dinner on board. 

Tuesday 16th

UKSA produced a repaired spray-hood which we refitted before slipping.  Fresh winds so we reefed down for some gybing and tacking practice in Osbourne Bay, taking lunch on a mooring off Cowes.  We set off for the Beaulieu River but, with gusting 25-30 knots and an uncomfortable swell just west of the Brambles, we decided the entrance at Stansore Point was not a place to be and turned to cheat the tide past the Calshot Channel and into Southampton Water: good decision, with winds now consistently gusting to 30+ knots and a darkening sky!  After a spirited sail, the wind abated slightly as we neared Ocean Village and once alongside the sun reappeared.  A few tired limbs this evening, so early dinner onboard but, revived, the crew still managed to make it to a nearby hostelry.  Ocean Village staff was very friendly and could not have been more obliging.

Wednesday 17th

Some minor victualling then we slipped for MOB drills in Southampton Water, a short passage into the Beaulieu River and lunch at anchor for a small fee.  We discovered the windlass/chain stowage left something to be desired but survived with fingers intact.  Departed the river for the Western Solent with the ebb under us, good progress to Lymington entrance which we checked out before practising ‘course to steer’ across the tide to a mooring off Yarmouth Harbour.  Whilst preparing an early supper and waiting for the light to fade, we were entertained by a racing fleet of traditional wooden craft tacking through the moorings to cheat the tide: on one occasion, we thought we were going to have visitors for dinner but the gaff ketch concerned nimbly ducked our stern at the last moment.  After supper, we had a short passage and night entry into the luxurious Berthon marina, Lymington; a friendly reception and a berth almost on the wall.  The crew then managed to carry the tide to the King’s Head in time for last orders: another good day, with the teamwork really coming on.  

Thursday 18th

A wet night but the rain abated after breakfast and we emerged from Lymington beneath grey skies and fresh winds, once again with 2 reefs.  After an hour of tacking, the wind freed us slightly but the skies opened.  By this time, we were making 8+ knots over the ground and fetching Egypt Point just west of Cowes.  First thoughts of a lunch stop were discarded, partly in favour of carrying the tide into the Eastern Solent but mainly because we were enjoying ourselves too much.  We just made the tidal gate into Portsmouth entrance then stopped for lunch alongside in Haslar Creek.  This was a good opportunity to test our ‘springing off’ as the wind  pinned us on the fuel jetty in Gosport marina, when we went to refuel.  Finally it was back alongside JSASTC for a tidy up and some refresher rope-work.  By unanimous agreement we dined ashore.  

Friday 19th
Summer had briefly returned and we awoke to a distinct rise in temperature.  After dinghy drills, bosuns chair, yacht cleaning  and final admin, we retired to Hornet Sailing Club for a late coffee before dispersing at midday: 4 successful students with 110 sea miles under their keels.               

Nigel Josling
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