Gwennili Sailing Trust



RSYC - Blind Sailing Week 2011

Dairy of sailing cruise from Southampton to Weymouth, Poole and The Solent 25th June to 2nd July 2011

Vessel:  50’ Beneteau Sloop – Karelia

Crew:  Skipper: Graham Falder, 1st Mate: Phillip Fetherston, Sighted Crew:  Simon Davey, Angela Anderson, 
VI Crew: Claire Randall, Peter Eckersley.

Fleet 1 Yachts:  
Karelia - 15.5m Sloop, 
Starfish - 12m Sloop, 
Wishwell - 10m Sloop, 
Jumpin - Jellyfish (J109 10.9m Sloop), 
Jazzy Jellyfish (J109 10.9m Sloop), 
Jolly Jellyfish (J109 12m Sloop)

Sunday 26th June

Set off about midday after a leisurely breakfast and some last minute shopping, bound for Yarmouth IOW, a rather foggy start to the week with visibility in Southampton Water down to 100m in places. Peter and Claire took turns at helming. Very busy down near Hamble river entrance with many craft returning from the previous day’s Round the Island race, not to mention ferries and big shipping coming down from So’ton!

Fog cleared at about 3.00pm leaving us a pleasant sunny afternoon and a gentle reach down to Yarmouth. Fleet assembled at Hayles Yard about 5.00pm.

We had drinks in the cockpit whilst the curry cooked.  A fabulous sunset was enjoyed.

 Monday 27th June

Arose to a beautiful sunny morning and set sail at 7.45 to catch the tide through Needles channel. With the sails set Peter took the helm and we enjoyed a spritely close reach past the needles and bacon butties were consumed.

Had a very nice sail for 1st hour before the wind died later leaving with intermediate periods of motor-sailing.

We arrived at Weymouth at about 15.00 and onto holding pontoon while we waited for the bridge to lift at 16.00 and were joined by others in the fleet who all proceeded through to the town marina at 4.00pm. Very congested through the bridge, as not only our fleet were coming through but many others too! 

As it was quite a distance from our pontoon in the marina to the centre of town we decided to take the dinghy to town! Found a nice pub for drinks and fish and chip supper. 

Tuesday 28th June

Karelia hosted the skipper’s briefing with fresh coffee supplied. The week’s itinerary was going to plan and we mapped out the plans for the next couple of days. We were headed for Poole this evening and some were in favour of anchoring in South Deep (Brownsea Island) while other favoured going up to the town quay. So we agreed to split the fleet for the forthcoming evening.

We left the marina at 11.45 to catch the 1200 bridge lift. Forecast was NW5-7 backing SW however we did not have anything like it! More like NW 2-4!

We left Weymouth harbour and set sails, then before long we spotted what looked like the top of a mast protruding about a metre out of the water. Was this a sunken vessel?? This was reported to the Portland coastguard and we were asked to hold position until the helicopter could come and investigate. Upon their arrival we were relieved and back on our course for Poole. Turns out that the mast was from a wind recording instrument that had gone adrift and sunk!

Later the wind died and we were motoring again when just off St Albans ledge we snagged a crab pot. A nasty thumping noise and the engine cut-out. We tried to sail with the little wind we had and found we were actually going backwards!!  - Was it a submarine??  - Eventually we sailed off and were able to start the engine and were on our way again.

We arrived at South Deep anchorage at about 18.00. A wonderful evening was spent in this beautiful, peaceful and picturesque spot. Angela cooked spaghetti bolognaise and Clair made garlic bread. Delicious! Later the guitar came out for a song or two. Phil and Clair hit some great harmonies. Rather a late night was had by all! Excellent!! 

Wednesday 29th June

Awoke to another beautiful sunny morning and the tranquillity was sublime. Had a very leisurely morning with cooked breakfast and fresh coffee. Weighed anchor at 11.00 and headed round to Studland bay for shore run to the pub for lunch.  

After a short siesta we headed off for Lymington, where rumour had it there might be a fleet pontoon party! We motor sailed across Christchurch bay and took the North Channel up to Hurst Point and though the very lively and bubbling Hurst Narrows!  Meanwhile Clair and Angela were preparing our evening meal, sausage casserole!

Arrived at the Dan Bran pontoon where a pontoon party with a Bow Tie theme was in progress. The Karelia crew quickly improvised our bow ties. Mine being a pair of socks (clean ones) fashioned into a cravat! Simon used an empty wine box container to cut out a larger than life bow tie tied on with string! Wishwell supplied some very potent cider and brandy punch - WOW!

The sausage casserole was consumed and a reasonably early night was had by all (at least by our standards anyway!!)   

Thursday 30thJune

Up to Lymington Town Quay for a quick run ashore to top-up our supplies. Then we took a leisurely sail up the Solent to the Beaulieu River and then on up to Gins Farm. As there was another Pontoon Party planned for this afternoon it was our turn to make some punch. So out came the trusty flare bucket and a rum punch was duly concocted. NASA would have been proud of this one!  The theme of this party was Red and White and Peter sported the Santa Hat that happened to be left aboard Karelia! 

Tonight was curry night at Gins and so we all trooped along to the clubhouse for a superb soirée.

Friday 1st July

We left Gins pontoon at 10.00 motoring to Cowes, then up to the Folly Inn for lunch. Had a gentle sail up the Southampton water to Ocean village and the RSYC, arrived at 17.00. Tidied up and had showers and prepared ourselves for RSYC evening dinner. Clair had volunteered to do the speech on behalf of the Vis in Fleet 1. The speech was duly delivered by Clair. 

Another successful Blind Sailing Week was concluded and everyone had a fabulous time during the week which always passes too quickly and we were very sad to be parting company for another year.               

Graham Falder
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