GT Voyage   -   Yacht Brightside   -   18th July  to  7th August  2011 

Skipper

Patrick Dowding-Vesey

Mate


Paul Stevens

Crew


Tony Wyatt




Steve Backhouse
18 – 28 July




Clive Wiley

28 July – 7 August 

As the planning developed the two one week trips, one to France and one to the Westcountry, merged into one three week cruise with a quick changeover of one of the crew on 28th July.


Outreach with a draught of 2.1mtrs was replaced by Brightside, a bilge keeler with only 1.3 draught.  This opened up  lots of possibilities along the Normandy coast and allowed for a bit of creek creeping in the Westcountry.


All three crew were either Day Skippers or about to (hopefully) qualify in the near future. So a plan was made with the aim of allowing the crew to:-

a) Gain further experience and confidence.

b) Complete qualifying passages for future advancement.

c) Have a good holiday.  

To this end Paul and I would be on board for advice, teaching more advanced navigation and generally keeping the boat running well and safe, all passage plans, navigation and seamanship decisions would be made by our baby skippers.

180711

Paul and I picked up Brightside from UKSA, sailed to Gosport.  Steve and Tony arrived around 1800hrs, settled in and as the club was not open we dined on board.

190711

Paul and I went off to victual the ship while Steve and Tony worked on the passage plan to    St Vaast.  On our return and having stowed everything safely Steve, our duty skipper for this leg informed me that the next entry time for St Vaast would be between 1130 and 1400 tomorrow and to achieve this we would need to slip at 2000 tonight.  

So slip at 2000 we did, not a good crossing, wind started at 3/4 rose to 4/5 with a high point of 8 (36kts) heavy showers on and off for most of the trip but at least the wind stayed westerly.

200711

Arrived St Vaast 1145 – 85nm in 15 ½ hours, average speed 5.5kts. Good planning Steve. All in good order and good humour but knackered.   Slept for a few hours, went for a walk then dined on board. Patrick had made a lasagne and two curries at home and brought them frozen.   Having not eaten properly since leaving Gosport, both curries had to be eaten.  Plan to spend two nights here and then move eastward.  Weather still crap.

220711

Bright sun wind NE 5 – planned a short trip to Grand Camp Maisy, 5 hour window to get through the gate – no rush!   Slipped at midday with just the genie set, we fancied a bit of sun as it was the first we had seen on this trip.  Wind dropped to 3/4 sea state slight so we gently cruised the 15nm in a little over 4 hours, very calm and pleasant.  Mostly other Brits and Dutch visitors so there was a lot of nautical chat for a while.   Went out for dinner to a very nice sea front restaurant, good food, wine and company.   On the way back to the boat we found food stalls being set up for a festival, mostly crepes, dough nutty things with very interesting fillings and flavours. Full as we were these just had to be tried, a most enjoyable evening.

230711

Weather varies from bright and sunny to overcast and light rain almost by the minute, wind not too friendly either, still a lot of east in it.  1200 local time and the gate shows no sign of opening.  We have a very laid back HM, hopefully we will find him and get some information on gate opening times.  With a 7 hour trip to Ouistreham and as it is very pleasant here we shall stay until tomorrow.

240711

0500 start today, uneventful passage to Ouistreham arriving at 1245, finally got to our berth at 1500 after a lot of false starts and messing about with the lock.  This place is a camping site with a couple of jetties tacked on the side. Not on my list of places to visit again. All agreed we are moving to Fecamp as early as we can get out of here tomorrow.

250711

Slipped 0745 – nice weather but light winds.  A very nice quiet trip. Arrived Fecamp 1730.   Had a bit of a rest – shower – out to dinner.  Very good restaurant we ordered steak and chips and a little while later our meal arrived – two steaks each with a washing up bowl sized serving bowl full of chips and a French loaf each.  Steve, using his schoolboy French asked for some more butter and we got four more beers! Most welcome, it was left to Tony to sort out the butter.

260711

Lazy day today, re-fuelled, re-victualed, walked around town, very nice place, found a cake shop, dinned on board ready for an early start tomorrow.

270711

Slipped Fecamp 0520, very little wind and mostly on the nose. Due to Steve’s planning we had a very uneventful 89nm motor sail home securing in Gosport at 1925.   Just in time for a very good curry and a few beers in the club house. 

Steve and Tony have done good.   I am confident we achieved our objective, 270nm logged in a variety of conditions, very tight planning to get in and out of marinas on time, see photos, and two qualifying passages for Steve’s advancement.   Tony gets his chance next week.  Point to note – Brightside is not fitted with a chart plotter.

 280711

Slept late, sorted out the boat, revictualed, more loafing until Clive arrived.   Tony is busy planning the passage to Weymouth for tomorrow.

290711


Tony’s plan worked well, he used the tides perfectly and knocked best part of two hours off the nominal passage time, 61nm @ 5knts.   Weather was very misty, the wind varied from force 0 to 3 and was mostly westerly, more motor sailing allowing us to complete the passage in 10 hours 7 minutes and get to Weymouth before the last bridge lift.

300711

323mn in ten days is taking its toll, the crew like Weymouth, wind and weather still not good but better forecast for tomorrow, so a day off was the order of the day.

310711

Tony’s and Clive’s joint passage plan today.  A pleasant day, wind NE 3/4, perfect.  Refuelled, left on the 1000 bridge lift, rounded Portland Bill in calm seas and headed west. Lovely! However  by 1400 the wind started to veer south and dropped to 2/3, by 1500 it was mostly west 0/2.  More motor sailing to get into Brixham in daylight.   We made the 50nm in a little over 8 hours.

010811

As we arrived late last night we decided to stay another day and see Brixham, visit the museum, fish and chip shop, local pub and lots of old boats.  We also met Bill Roper wandering around the marina.

020811

Today’s plan is to get as far up the River Yealm as possible and stay the night, back to tide dependant passages.  Weather much the same as yesterday, not a lot and in the wrong direction. Motor sailed the 37nm arriving with perfect timing (well done Tony). Very accurate navigation required but in wonderful setting.  Secured to the most northerly pontoon, dinned on board and had a very quiet but pleasant night.

030811

Night passage planned for Tony, another qualifying passage.  Cannot slip after 1800 – cannot get into Lyme Regis until 1000 – passage is about 65nm. A nice slowish trip along the coast was planned.   After a sunny light wind start the sun started to set, the wind rose, the wave height rose to about 2mtres and we had heavy rain for most of the passage, not good on a boat with no pram hood, it was the darkest night I have ever sailed in, no moon, no stars just total creepy darkness.  However we arrived outside Lyme harbour in good order if somewhat wet at 0600 and bounced on a waiting buoy until 1000. There are no pontoons or jetties in Lyme, it is a drying harbour, after having a word the HM and his staff who were more than helpful, they put us next to a wall with steps cut into it, this was fine but Clive could still not manage getting on and off the boat at low tide.  A life jacket with safety harness and the boom were used to good effect.

040811

Lyme is a very nice place, lots to see and do with some very good pubs, as we have time in hand and as there is very little to do in Swanage bay and as most of our kit is still drying from last night we will stay here and have a loafing day.

050811

Slipped for Swanage Bay – engine problems – insufficient water flow.  We picked up a waiting buoy stripped the pump and water hoses, removed a mess of seaweed, reassembled the system, all running well but the delay did put us even further out of sinc with the tide.  A very long 50nm with SOG down to 1.5kts at times and not very pleasant rounding the headlands even 3-4nm offshore.   Arrived in Swanage well after sunset, could not find a mooring buoy so anchored.   Good meal on board then sleep after checking anchor.

060811

Homeward bound via UKSA for a new battery. No wind, motored across the bay, hit 10kts passing Hurst with 2000revs.  Good pilotage from Clive.  Into UKSA, new battery fitted and on to Gosport in good time for a shower then out for an end of voyage curry and a few beers.

079811

Packed personal kit and got it off the boat, cleaned and tidied boat, handed it over to John and went our separate ways.

Once again I am confident we achieved our objective.  Tony has joined Steve with two logged qualifying voyages, one at night and we all wish them both well for the future. 

Overall an interesting three weeks, a total of 565mn logged along the Normandy coast and the Westcountry.    We could have done without being in the separation zone at night with 36kts of wind in a 35’ bilge keeler with a wooden stick to steer it but it did show the worth of the boat and the seamanship of our baby skippers.  We could also have done without the trip from Yealm to Wyke but we did have some very good passages, visited some very nice places, had some very good beer, wine and food.   I am sure our baby skippers learnt a lot and I hope they have far more confidence to advance through the system.

On a personal note, thanks to all the crew, you were good company and considering your limited experience a very competent and relaxing crew.  I would be more than happy to undertake any voyage with any or all of you again.   Many thanks for a great three weeks. 
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