Blind Week 2010 - RCYC Falmouth

Diary of sailing cruise Falmouth to Scilly Isles 27th June to 3rd July 2010

Crew:  Skipper: Graham Falder, 1st Mate: Russ Thomas, 2nd Mate: Ute Schroeter, 
Claire Randall, Sheila Nichol, Vanessa Forster.

Vessel: 50’ Beneteau Sloop – Karelia

Fleet 1: Scilly Isles

Sunday 27th June

Set off after a hearty breakfast for Newlyn, a pleasant morning with fabulous sunshine and gentle SW breeze. Plenty of opportunity for practicing tacking! Claire and Sheila took turns on the helm and several tacks were put in whilst beating toward Lizard Point.  Had lunch (sandwiches and salad) then tuned into the England v Germany! Disaster! We lost 4-1! Now the dilemma was whether to throw the 2nd mate overboard!! (She’s from Germany!!)  Well we decided she’s  too good at sailing and we need her! For now at least! (Maybe later!!)

Eventually found a suitable mooring for Karelia in Newlyn harbour with the help of Dave the harbour master’s assistant! Well in truth she’s a bit large at 50’. Due to electrical problem we had to call engineering assistance from Sea-Start (the AA of the sea). A very nice man called Gordon attended and changed the alternator for us. 

 Vanessa took to the wok and prepared a fantastic stir-fry treat with prawns, ginger, garlic, noodles & bean sprouts – delicious!

Monday 28th June

We had a quick run ashore for some fresh  provisions and breakfast. We bought some fresh fish from the market. There was a festival of old Breton gaffers in Newlyn today celebrating 70 years since they fled Nazi occupation. There were some local dignitaries attending and local TV camera crews. 
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Set sail at 10.30 motor-sailing to windward (again) rounding Land’s End we had hoped for a slant on the wind with maybe a close reach but no dice! That capricious wind kept heading us!

‘If I were a gent Sir, which I aint Sir, I wouldn’t never sail t’ windward’!

We arrived at New Grimsby Sound (Tresco) mid-afternoon. No sign of the harbour master, tried calling him but no reply! So we picked up a spare mooring and made fast. Before long another one of our fleet arrived ‘Rudius’. They tied up alongside us and after a fair time spent warping and springing and adjusting and re-adjusting we were finally settled in. Arrival the Harbour Master “You can’t park there!!” 

So off we went to the furthest outermost mooring in the sound! Tied up once again alongside Rudius and finally settled down for the evening. Claire cooked us fish and rice for supper –Superb! The crew of Rudius came aboard for drinks in the evening and tales of the sea were exchanged.

A rather noisy and bumpy night was endured on the swinging mooring with much creaking and groaning. ‘What IS that squeaking noise??’

Tuesday 29th June

[image: image2.jpg]



All ashore in the RIB for coffees then we walked to the Abbey Gardens where we were shocked to discover a £10.00 pp entry fee greeting us. Clair said “They usually give concessions for visually impaired” to which Sheila added “Yes, and their carers too” So all 6 of us were admitted free!  The gardens were spectacular with an abundance of sub-tropical flora and although we were there for over an hour we had only covered about a quarter of the entire gardens. Well worth another visit. Ice creams were purchased all round in an attempt to cool our ardour!

On the way back we took on provisions for the fleet BBQ that evening. The general grocery shop on Tresco was extremely well stocked and the local produce (especially the bacon and steaks) was excellent!  Back aboard Karelia we set about knocking up a fruit punch to take to the beach party. So whilst we picked our way across the Tresco flats at high water Vanessa and Claire were busy preparing and testing the punch.  

As planned we anchored in ‘The Cove’ between St Agnes and Gugh and waited for the arrival of the fleet which had been slightly dispersed for the past couple of days.  Then all ashore in the dinghies and onto the beautiful sandy beach where some 40 or so folks were busy at the hot coals cooking chicken, burgers, steaks and sausages! A very pleasant few hours were spent here while the sea gradually descended down the beach until eventually the dark slimy rocks hove into view! Ah that’s going to be tricky getting the dinghies and the crews safely back aboard in darkness over the slippery rocks and weed infested water! This was eventually achieved with the help of Ute waist-deep in the water bravely shepherding our crew aboard the rib and just like Humphrey Bogart in ‘The African Queen’ dragging our little craft thought the murky swamp waters!!!  Safely back aboard Karelia we sat beneath the stars for a well earned night cap!

 Wednesday 30th June

Left the anchorage at 8.30am en-route for Penzance. Downwind sailing at last! However winds were light so we motor sailed mostly. Finally got to discover where the squeaking noise is coming from, it’s the boom vang!! Promptly silenced!

We stopped in Lamorna cove near Lands End which was a delightful spot. We anchored and some swam while others basked on deck in the glorious sunshine. Skipper’s spaghetti bolognaise was cooked and consumed for lunch.  Then a passing fisherman offered us some of his catch and 2 hefty sea bass were procured. They don’t come fresher than that!! About 5.00pm we prepared to leave the anchorage. However we had a problem! The engine battery was drained and would not start the motor!!!  (Turns out that the new alternator was faulty!) After trying all options to start the engine and to sail off the mooring we eventually called for assistance. The Falmouth coastguard kindly offered us a tow from the Penlee lifeboat team. Within 15 minutes the cavalry arrived with 2500 horsepower and whisked us round to Newlyn harbour. They tied us alongside a disused fishing trawler and invited us to tea in their office. What excellent service! 

Sea Start were summoned again and Gordon said he’d be back the following morning.

Went ashore to the local pub for the evening.

Thursday 1st July

Very rainy and damp today! Still one out of seven aint bad! Gordon spent several hours getting our batteries back up to full charge and diagnosing the fault. Managed to bunker with water from the fisherman’s dock which meant hot showers would be available on board once we were able to run the motor to heat the water!  (There are no showers available in the marina and with the inclement weather we were not in the mood to venture into town)

Still the rain came down! The sea bass were roasted for lunch and accompanied with rice. Meanwhile the crew were entertaining themselves with impromptu quiz games and some singing. Suddenly a song was developing which depicted our plight! Unwashed - weather-bound - engineless! 

We're scanky but we're happy, we’re certainly not sad!

Cos the friends we've got around us have made us feel quite glad!!

We’ve got a wonky engine and a slightly wonky boat,

But Gordon is our engineer who keeps us all afloat!

We’re taking Gordon with us now wherever we may roam,

He doesn’t know it yet but, this is he’s new home!

Our wiring may be iffy but we know with Gordon round,

When we sail the seven seas our engines will be sound!

 And when we sail the Scilly seas with barbies on the beach

Next time we’ll have a back-up plan for when the tide don’t reach!

So as we end our Scilly cruise and head for homes ashore,

Gordon’s made the water hot - we’ll be skanky no more!

It was still raining as we said goodbye to Gordon and helped him and his kit ashore. Showers were had by all before venturing ashore for the evening in full foul weather gear!  Found a very friendly pub for some drinks and then grabbed a Chinese take-away for supper back on board. The crew were in full party mode now!

 Friday 2nd July
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Early start (6.00am) to catch the tide for Falmouth. Lovely bright sunny morning. That’s more like it!! Best sailing conditions of the whole week. Once round the Lizard Claire took the helm and a brisk beam reach saw us into Falmouth in time for lunch ashore! Crab sandwiches were consumed at the dockside inn. 

An afternoon spent wandering around the local shops before getting ready for the evening festivities.

Dinner and speeches in the RCYC

A really enjoyable cruise with mostly fine weather and fair sailing conditions and the most excellent company.

Graham Falder

Skipper

