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The 2011 season promised to be a record one with 51 events planned.   However, due to the sudden and unexpected unavailability of our primary wheelchair-friendly yacht Spirit of Scott Bader (SOSB) from the 25th June (as the result of Round the Island race damage) the completed total was reduced to 23 events and 64 days at sea.   We greatly regretted the disappointment caused by cancellations but our clients were understanding and we are delighted to announce that SOSB is expected to be fully refurbished by late April 2012 and thus ready for the new season. Special thanks are due to Trustee Rex Hawkins, our Operations Manager.


Notwithstanding this reduced programme we provided a sailing experience for 189 disabled people, of whom 16 were wheelchair dependant.

Despite some pretty mixed weather the cruising programme was as popular and enjoyable as ever and we greatly appreciate the use of UKSA yachts for this.   The 4 cruises covered France (10 days), West Country (10 days) and Solent (5 and 4 days).   The feedback reports on our website www.gwennili.org.uk reflect great credit to the Skippers and Mates.

We also conducted 3 RYA practical courses which provided qualifications for 3 Day Skippers and 5 Competent Crew (all disabled sailors).

Blind Week was generously hosted by the Royal Southampton Yacht Club with 23 boats from different providers (one from the Trust) and gave a lot of pleasure to 46 visually impaired sailors.   Huge credit is due to Grant Morris, the Organiser-in-Chief.   Over all this Week involved a total of 119 people.

Of special note in 2011 was the skippering of Juno (a Farr 65) by Gwennili trustee Paul Burns with its crew of disabled BLESMA sailors.   Not only did they complete the course in the quickest ever Fastnet time for a Farr 65 but they also finished ahead of all able bodied crewed military boats, and came 44th out of 314 starters.   Several of the crew had received RYA training from the Trust.   

None of our work and achievements would be possible without the immense amount of time and talent provided by our volunteer Skippers and Mates and we continue to be hugely grateful to them for their very significant contribution.   
Lastly, our most grateful thanks go to our donors without whose generosity we could not continue to meet our Objects.   This year they have included The Army Benevolent Fund the Soldiers Charity, ASTO (Hammond Innes Bursary), Bishop’s Waltham Society, The Girdlers Company, Valerie Kempster, Longford Offshore Sailing Association, Tony Pheby , Andy Roberts and The Scientific Instrument Makers.
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