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After a rather frustrating start I am happy to report another very successful season.

The 35 completed events with 82 days at sea constitute a record and an outstanding achievement with the provision of an exhilarating sailing experience for 322 people with disabilities, of whom 48 were wheelchair dependant.

Day sailing has continued to be the most popular format and feedback from clients has been very encouraging.   Key roles in the organisation and implementation of this expanded programme have been undertaken by our Operations and Administration Trustees (Rex Hawkins and David Harris).   Chief  Instructor Ken Walker donated two weeks of RYA practical courses with 3 Day Skipper and 2 Competent Crew certificates awarded.   In addition, several of the crew of the BLESMA Fastnet entry were Gwennili Trust trained to day skipper and competent crew level.
A particular milestone was the 7-day Long Cruise to the Isle of Wight and several French ports skippered by Trustee Paul Burns with 5 other disabled ex-servicemen, all trained to various RYA levels by the Trust and all amputees.  This is an event which we could never even have contemplated when we started 15 years ago.
Blind Week was most generously hosted by the Royal Southampton Yacht Club with a total of 25 yachts and 40 Visually Impaired sailors.   The Trust provided one chartered yacht and most of the foul weather clothing for all boats.

We were truly delighted at the award to Bill Roper of an RYA Community Service Award (Outstanding Contribution) for his 10 years as our Chief Instructor.

Our Webmaster, Brendan West, has stood down after many years and we are very grateful for his invaluable contribution.   We welcome his successor, Tim Backhouse.   A revision of the website will include a change of site address and for some time both old and new addresses will provide access www.gwtrust.org.uk / www.gwennili.org.uk   The Trust brochure has been revised and printed and we are much indebted to Steve Backhouse and David Harris for this excellent product.
All we do and achieve would not be possible without the immense amount of time and talent given by our Skippers and Mates and we continue to be hugely appreciative of their contribution.

Lastly we are immensely grateful for the support of our donors, without whose generosity we could not continue to meet our Objects.   This year they have included AFCEA South, the Army Benevolent Fund, the Armourers and Brasiers Gauntlet Trust, the Bishop’s Waltham Society, Sir Henry Beverley, Delphine Collins, Lauren Hawkins and Tony Pheby.
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